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born as man. Everyone is tied by the cords of Rajas
(Activity) and Thamas (dullness and illusion), and is
involved in worldly affairs. Even if one in virtuous
and well disposed towards truth, and his duties, bondage
remains. To get rid of this bondage, he must enter
the path of liberation and pass it successfully. This
is borne out by Lord Sri Krishna in the Utthara Githa
in the words.
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Meaning:- Food, JSleep, fear, and sex are common
to animals and birds, and to man. There is no difference
in the enjoyment of pleasures. What is special to man
is knowledge that is directed towards attaining the Supreme
Being. One who is devoid of this knowledge is equivalent
to an animal.

The authoritative statement in the Upanishaths ('m
karmanaa na prajayaa dhanena thyagenaike amrithathv^
maanasllub^) informs us that the nectar-like liberation
cannot be attained by actions, by procreation, by wealth
or by charities. The significance of the stars Makha
and Purva Phalguni of the constellation of Simha does
not pertain to the path of renunciation, but refers to
the worldly family life and its transaction in the stream
of life and death. To get rid of this bondage in the
form of the current of life and death, and move into
the path which leads to the attainment of the nector-like
liberation forms the subject-matter of the stars commencing
from Utthara Phalguni right up to the last star Revathi
in the constellation of Meena. Therefore let us proceed
to understand the meaning of the star Utthara Phalguni.